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4   Minerals Settlement and Go eminent

A wide variety of minerals has been disco\ered in New

Guinea including gold   osmindmm   copper   tin   lead and

zinc   while  the  search  for  petroleum  is  being  diligently

earned on    However so far gold mining is the only mining

FIG 43   PAPUAN NATIVES FISHING
Papuan natives catch fish to vary their diet   They dive in and
catch the fish in hand nets
enterprise of importance The mam field is in the neigh
bourhood of Wau on the mountainous backbone of the
island the nearest port is Salamaua and owing to the
inaccessibility of the region the main transport of passengers
supplies and machinery was by air from Lae The difficulties
of overland transport and of maintenance of life in isolated
regions makes mining a venture for large scale concerns
Many of the rivers in Papua except those flowing into the
Gulf have been thrown open for gold dredging and good